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Tending the Master’s 

Vineyard 

ST.  MARY & ST .  BONIFACE CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

Sister Ginny Retiring From Lehman By Elaine Schweller-Snyder  
Sister Ginny Scherer seems a little embarrassed about all the hoopla. Her focus 
has always been her students rather than herself, but her retirement after 58 years 
in the classroom is certainly something to celebrate. 

“I’m not sure where the years have gone,” said Scherer. “I don’t feel my age   
because the Lord has blessed me with good health.” The long-time head of the   
Science Department at Lehman Catholic High School does not seem like an octo-
genarian either. When one is teaching advanced level Chemistry and Physics 
classes, one has to stay on one’s toes. 

“You’ve got to keep up,” said Scherer. “I have always belonged to professional organizations and read 
professional journals. I go to seminars and conventions. Basic science principles haven’t changed but 
there are new developments and of course, technologies.” 

Technology is the thing that Scherer points to when discussing how students are different today than 
when she started her career. “I think sometimes they rely on technology too much,” she said. “They 
tend to jump right away to a calculator or computer to solve a problem and don’t use their heads. They 
have to understand that the most technological asset they have is their brain!” Scherer also pointed to 
how technology has affected personal relationships, citing social media and computer games among 
the many distractions and challenges for teens in today’s world. “Otherwise, they haven’t changed that 
much,” she said. “I still love working with them. They are so enthusiastic, so full of joy.”  Continued on 
Page 13 

                                  Reaching Students for 50 Years By Blythe Alspaugh  
Even though she’s been teaching for 50 years, Sister Mary Alice Haithcoat says 
she’s constantly learning, oftentimes from her students. 

“Kids teach me something every day. They know a lot about computers — we use 
a Smartboard, and if there’s a problem they’ll say, ‘Sister, hit this button, do this.’ 
It’s just amazing to me, what they’ve grown up with,” Haithcoat said. “You are 
constantly learning. I’m constantly figuring out how to do things. There’s always 
going to be a challenge, and I’m always going to have to learn more.” 

Haithcoat knew she wanted to teach from the time she was a child, and would 
often “play school” with her younger brother and kids in her neighborhood. Ever 
since she was a child, she loved being around other children, and would often stay 

behind after school to help her teachers. Having great teachers throughout her formative education had 
an impact, inspiring her to want to share with others what her teachers shared with her, and to have a 
positive impact on children through education. 

“The more teachers I got to know, I appreciated what they did. I just wanted to share what I had, just as 
they had shared what they had — the great gift of being able to reach kids. I thought that’s what I need 
to do,” Haithcoat said. 

After graduating high school, Haithcoat entered the sisterhood and then went on to study for her   
Bachelor’s Degree at Mount St. Joseph University and her Master’s Degree at Xavier University. She 
was first hired at Holy Angels in Sidney in 1971, and went to St. Mary’s School in Greenville in 1979; 
in 1993, she began teaching at Piqua Catholic School and has remained there ever since. 

“It is kind of funny, because I’m teaching students now, and I taught their grandparents and their      
parents. It’s interesting — what I enjoy watching is how my former students, who are now parents and 
grandparents, how they relate to their children,” Haithcoat said. “It’s so enjoyable to see how they   
relate, and how they get along with each other and how they teach their children. It’s a wonderful    
experience to watch how they have grown.”  Continued on Page 12 

The Reason For The Season . . . God Bless “Our” Sisters  
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St. Mary Summer Festival:   

St. Mary Parish will be holding a festival raffle only this year.  Nick and Michelle Cox  
have organized a committee and 66 prizes will be raffled off at a "live" auction on  
Sunday, July 25, at 1 pm.  The winners will be notified that week and prizes will be 
available for pick up on Tuesday, July 27, at the parish office.  Tickets were mailed to 
all parishioners.  Additional tickets are available at the parish office or in the churches. 

Due to Covid restrictions that were in place prior to the festival, the committee was      
unable to hold the festival this year, but will plan to hold the festival in 2022.  So, look 
forward to a fun and entertaining week-end then. 

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to calling you on the 
26th!!  More information on the "live" auction will be available in the church bulletin 
or on the parish website. 

Piqua Ultreya:  
The Piqua Ultreya meets on the fourth Saturday of the month.  Join us on June 27, July 24, and Aug 28 to 
share your faith journey with your fellow Christians. The next women's Cursillo will take place September 16
-19 at the Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center in Norwood, Ohio. On October 16 at 6:30 at Incarnation Church 
in Centerville, there will be a Grand Fiesta to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the archdiocese.  For         
additional information, call Greg and Donna Johnson at (937)778-8187. 

Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish:  
Women’s Retreat: Team 7 is now in formation for the Women’s Retreat on Saturday, 
November 13, at the Caserta Center.  Formation leaders are Judy Lohnes and Eden 
Merrifield.  For questions, please contact Judy at the parish office (937-773-1656 or 
937-773-1327) or Eden (937-570-0591). 

Men’s Retreat: Team 6 is now in formation for the Men’s Retreat to be held in 2022. 
Formation  leaders are Mike Epperly and Matt Schieltz.  For questions, please contact 
Mike (937-622-0112) or Matt (937-451-7103). 

Parishes’ Bulletins Can Be Found Online At DiscoverMass.com 

Parish Activities 

                In praise of our lord in st. clare chapel 
By the grace of God and willingness of many of our parishioners, people inside and outside of 
Piqua, we were able to expand from about 52 guardians during early Covid-19 to the current 
numbers of about 138. We are NOT fully perpetual yet! Come see the beautiful updates made in 
the chapel. Praise God! Prayerfully consider spending time away from the noise of the world and 
becoming a substitute or regular guardian of our Lord in the quietness of our special place! 
 
                                                                                                      “Make My Eucharistic presence the very 
                                                                                                      heart of your life and the center to which 
                                                                                                      you return for warmth, for healing, for 
                                                                                                      comfort, and for light.” (from In Sinu Jesu) 
 
The following hours are in need of a guardian: Wed 1am, 3am; Friday 2am. Other needs for 
guardians include:  Sat 9am, 12noon; Thurs 2am. We can always use some extra substitutes. 
 

For more info, please contact Mike Epperly (937) 622-0112 or Mary Jane Karn (937) 778-0496.  
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Currently Enrolling for the 2021-2022 School Year 

Parish Activities 

Adult Faith Formation: 

Year of St. Joseph Celebration:  A cookout and Ice Cream social will be held at 
the St. Teresa Church shelter house in Covington on Sunday, June 27,

 starting at 
5:00 pm.  A special presentation on St. Joseph will be given by Bill Hogston.  
This is a joint program for St. Mary, St. Boniface, and St. Teresa parishioners. 

Faith Resources:  New items have been added to the boxes of free resources 
available in the St. Clare Chapel and both churches.  

St. Mary /  St. Boniface Mission  Committee:   

            RUMMAGE SALE!!!   RUMMAGE SALE!!!   RUMMAGE SALE!!! 

Yes, the annual rummage sale is a go!!!   Hooray!!!   We will need lots of 
trucks and trailers on July 8.   We need to haul all items from the warehouse, 
Piqua Store & Lock, and Ron Curtis' garage.  Please come and help 
us!!!   We need help tremendously!!! We will be setting up on July 8 and 
July 9, and we will need lots of people to help set up.  Please help us!!!   We 
will need people to help price and continue setting up on July 9.   On July 10 
and 11, we will need people to help sell and help check out items. If you can 
help in any way, show up at the Caserta Center.  We will be working from 
9:00 a.m. until it is done on the 8th and 9th.  We will be selling on July 10 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on July 11 from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  Beginning at noon, we will need 
help to box up the unsold items. We need your support for this event. 

We are having a meeting on June 28 in the meeting room at the North Street 
Campus at 6:00 p.m. to finalize everything for the rummage sale.   Everyone 
is welcome!!! 

We want to thank Adam Holtvogt for letting us use his warehouse, Jerry 
Voisinet for his space, and Ron Curtis for his garage to store items.   We,  
also, want to thank Bob Hartings, Mark Carey, and Kevin Ryan for helping to 
pick up items. 

The Mission Committee wants to thank all the people that donated 
items.   Without you what would we do?  This is the biggest rummage sale 
ever, and I am happy to say if you don't find something you are looking for, 
I'll be surprised. (Don Stonerock) 

St. Clara Ladies’ Society:   

The St. Clara ladies will once again have a purse and jewelry boutique at the rummage sale. If you have any of 
those items to donate, you can drop them off at the parish offices or call Bonne for pickup at 937-214-9092.  
The earlier, the better, as we have to price everything.  The dates for the sale are July 10 and 11.   

Who We Support 

* Twinning Partnership 

St. John/St. Lewis Parish                    
Dominica 

* Ted & Maruja                           

Gutmann-Gonzalez                                      
Vilches Ecology Center, Chile 

* Sister Sarah Mulligan                                             

Daniel Comboni Community Clinic                                     
Guatemala 

CFEL 

 Christy Hayes, Director 

937-773-3876 

hayesc@piquacatholic.org 

PCS 

Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

937-773-1564                                            
zimmermanb@piquacatholic.org  

LCHS 

Veronica Gaier, Principal 

937-498-1161 or 937-773-8747     
v.gaier@lehmancatholic.com 

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
mailto:d.stauffer@lehmancatholic.com
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St. Boniface Family Life: 
Cabbage Roll & Bread Sale:  Zucchini  is always needed.  Please drop off at 2120 Hemm Road         
or contact Rose to pick up at 937-778-8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

2021 St. B. Oktoberfest Quilt Raffle: This year’s quilt top, Grandmother’s Flower Garden, 
was partially pieced by Dorothy Peltier Kroger and donated by her daughter, Joann Lyons.  
Dorothy was a sister to Paul Peltier, Sr. and Charlene Olds; aunt to Paul and Chuck Pelti-
er.  The piecing of the quilt was finished by Betty Bell Elliott.  She also sandwiched the 
quilt top, batting, and backing.  The quilting is currently underway.  A “Hydrangea” lap 
quilt, cross-stitched by Peg Bell White, will be auctioned, too.  Anyone interested in help-
ing to quilt, please contact Rose.  Watch the bulletin for raffle tickets.  All proceeds from 
the quilt raffle benefit the Oktoberfest! 

 

Parish Activities Continued 

Congratulations to our Springfest Raffle 
winners: $500,Cathy Large; $250,  

Joan Wright; and $50, June Jenkins.  
Thanks to ALL who purchased Spaghetti 
& Chicken Dinners/Raffle Tickets and 
donated desserts. Special thanks to  

Co-Chairs Theresa Henderson & Mark 
Pitsenbarger, Teri & Hyla Pitsenbarger 
(& Hyla’s friends), Jim & Rose Hemm, 

Mike & Ann Epperly, Julie Tyler,         
& Connor Stephenson. 

St. Mary Lenten Raffle Winners 
  

$500—Tom & Dottie Hampshire 

  $200—Gail Wells                     
$100—Judy Lohnes  

$50—Tom Kiefer, Bill Semanie, Byron Harvey, 
Jeff Erbes, Nancy Davey,                                           

Tom & Dottie Hampshire, Debbie Flynn,            
& Tony Wendeln  (Highest Ticket Seller)                              

 

Congratulations to all & thank you for your support!  
The profit was $4,408.67. A special thank you to  
Tony Wendeln and the St. Mary Parish Finance 
Commission for organizing this fundraiser. 

Congrats! 



With Praise and Thanksgiving to Almighty God 

And in Gratitude to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

Joyfully Announced the Ordination of  

James Richard Niswonger  

On April 25, 2020 

To the Sacred Order of the Diaconate 

His celebration was held on June 5, 2021 

Tending the Master ’s  Vineyard  
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Bethany Center                                 
BBQ Chicken Dinner 

Sunday, August 8 

    Dinner includes:                                        
       1/2 Chicken                      
      Baked Beans                          
       Applesauce   
   Chips/Roll/Butter 

$8.00 
Drive-Thru-Pick-Up 

11am to 3pm  
339 South Street 

Tickets are Pre-Sale Only  & May Be Purchased at the 
Bethany Center or Parish Offices  

Paperless  Newsletter 

To date, over 200 individuals/families have signed 
up to receive the parish newsletter via email and 
not the postal service.  

We hope you have given some 
consideration to signing-up to 
receive a paperless newsletter.   
Doing so will reduce the 
costs/time involved in assem-
bling/mailing this quarterly 
publication.  Also, you will be 
able to print the newsletter in 
color; forward it to                             
relatives/friends. 

To sign-up for paperless newsletters, please send 
an email to piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com. 
Include additional email addresses. More than one 
may be submitted. 

 Thank You, Renee & Rose  

Parish Activities Continued 

Permanent Deacons perform Ministries of the Word by proclaiming the Gospel at liturgy, catechetical instruc-

tion, and evangelization. They often have a high visibility in the local church community as a result of the Ministries 
of the Liturgy which they undertake — Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, and assisting at Sunday Eucharist. The 
diaconate has been from ancient times primarily a Ministry of Love and Justice. Deacons can be found ministering 
to prisoners, the divorced, those who are addicted, the homeless and poor. The Permanent Diaconate is truly a 

blessing to the Church and to our local communities and continues to grow and thrive with the help of the Lord. 
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 PCS 2021 Scholarship Awards  

Parish Activities Continued 

Fr. Angelo Caserta/Fr. Thomas 
Bolte Grant 

$400 Highest Religion Score-Grade 3 Griffin O’Leary & Aubree Evans 

Julie Eckstein Scholarship $500 Highest Reading Score—Grade 4 John Verrill & Maria Hess 

Fr. Grilliot Scholarship $500 Highest Math Score—Grade 5 Finnian O’Leary & Carey Yant 

Kathy Henne Grant $500 Highest Science Score—Grade 6 Benton Verrill & Lilly Graham 

Sister Joan Clare Grant $500 Highest Religion Score—Grade 7 Evan O’Leary & Melanie Karn 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship $500—Grade 8 Kaden Lee & Bailey Cooper 

Tom Jordan Scholarship $1000—Grade 8 Kailee Rank 

Lehman Alumni Scholarship $750—Grade 8 Kaden Lee, Bailey Cooper & Kailee Rank 

Joyce Thornberry Scholarship $250-Grade 8 Kaden Lee 

Funeral Luncheon Committees 
A huge Thank You to Bernice Lewis, Anita Kinsella, Janet Poling, and 
Cheryle Sippel, St. Mary Funeral Luncheon Committee members, who are 
retiring after many, many years of service.  Don & Gloria Stonerock are 
assuming the responsibilities as head of the committee, formerly held by 
Bernice Lewis.  Anyone interested in helping with funeral luncheon         
donations or being a luncheon helper, please contact the St. Mary office, 
937-773-1327 or Don & Gloria Stonerock, 937-773-2400/ 
don.stonerock@yahoo.com or St. Boniface office, 937-773-1656 or Rose 
Hemm at 937-778-8642/ jnrhemm@yahoo.com. 

Where Is It Located Game? In the winter issue, the “where is it located”                          
challenge was . . . In 1987 when St. Boniface and St Mary Grade Schools merged, a                  
St. Boniface School Time Capsule was compiled and buried.  Where was it buried?  No        
answers were submitted, so this challenge continued into the spring issue.  Here’s what 
we know now . . . (Congratulations to Mary Long; she won a pizza for submitting the most info.)   

Several eye-witnesses reported the time capsule was buried on the last day of                         
St. Boniface School, to the left of the entrance to St. Clare Chapel, under the Cross.  
All the students and many parents were present.  There were photos of each class, and 
each class was responsible for adding items to the time capsule.  The capsule was       
reported to be plastic, or metal, or the reporter could not remember.  Someone thought 
the time capsule was to be opened when  the kindergarten class graduated?  So what 
happened to the St. Boniface School Time Capsule ? Was it dug up? Or not?   

Please send info to piquaparishes@gmail.com or call 937-778-8642. and WIN a pizza! 

 

The Dollars for our Scholars luncheons will return this fall.  We will            
celebrate the 20th year for this very worthwhile cause with special prizes 
and surprises!  Mrs. B’s will once again be catering. The dates are Septem-
ber 8, 15, and 22.  Only 200 tickets are sold and you can win big!  Watch 
the bulletin for more information in the coming weeks.  Any questions call 
Bonne, 937-214-9092. 

Happy 40+1 Ordination              
Anniversary (June 14) to           

Fr. Tom Bolte, who was our 
pastor from 2012-2018.  A 
Rosary Service was held on 

June 13 at St. Mary Church, 
followed by cake and ice cream 
in the school cafeteria. The                    

Pink Panther was there                    
to celebrate, too! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

School News— CFEL, PCS, LCHS 
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Center For Early Learning:   Our Preschool continues to grow and improve.   

Follow us on Facebook to see the amazing activities our students do. 

Record-Breaking Enrollment: As of May, we already have 63 students enrolled for 
the 2021-2022 school year. To accommodate our increasing enrollment numbers, we 
have added several new Teacher’s Aide positions at the Downing Street campus. We 
are now able to accept more students - but our spots are limited. If you know anyone 
interested in attending our program this Fall have them contact Christy Hayes at 
hayesc@piquacatholic.org as soon as possible. 

Summer Camp 2021: Our Summer Camp program has begun! We provide a safe and enriching alternative 
for parents looking for summer care. This year, students had the option to enroll in our Full Summer program 
or they could choose ala carte from specific themed weeks. Themed weeks include: Multicultural Camp, 
Cooking, Art, Books & Beyond, STEM & Chess, Vacation Bible School, Craft, Music, and Fun & Fitness.  

For Summer Camp 2021 we have 18 students enrolled in our Full Summer Option.                                                    
For our themed weeks we have between 25 - 50 children participating each week.  

Looking for Volunteers:  We can still use some volunteers during Summer Camp. You can choose whether 
you would like to come during the morning (8am-12pm) or afternoon (12pm-4pm). Let me know if you 
would like to spend a week with us - or even the whole summer! All volunteers must be Virtus trained and 
certified. If you are interested in volunteering this summer - please contact Christy Hayes at 
hayesc@piquacatholic.org. 

Piqua Catholic School: I hope you are enjoying your summer with family and 
friends.  I pray that you’ve been able to unplug from work and the demands of life to 
relax and recharge. Happy 4th of July! 

Great things continue to happen here at Piqua Catholic. Our preschool and K-8 campus-
es continue to serve more and more families each year. We are projected to serve 65-70 
students at our Preschool and over 150 in K-8 for the 2021-2022 school year! Praise 
God!  We are dedicated to providing an authentic and passionately Catholic and        
academically excellent education for all children! If money is a concern for your family, 
it’s not a concern for us!  We will never turn a family away for financial reasons. The 
Lord never turned away a child to receive his goodness, so we will follow that belief. 

Newly hanging in our front office is a sign that has the words from Luke 18:16 that says, “Jesus called them 
to Him, saying, ‘Let the Children come to me.’” There are several financial options available to assist, so give 
us a call! 

Here are the big highlights from the past few months here at Piqua Catholic: 

Class of 2021: CONGRATULATIONS to our Class of 2021! Please join me in celebrating the following         
students and their accomplishments during their time here at Piqua Catholic: Gavin Congdon, Bailey 
Cooper, Jack Earhart, Miley Heffelfinger, Kaden Lee, Kailee Rank, and Catelyn Schieltz.  We are all 
SO proud of you and your hard work throughout your years here at Piqua Catholic School. We are sad that 
you must go but know that this is a time for you to continue your journey. You are now a Piqua Catholic 
Alumnus. Remember to stay faithful to Christ, put others before you, and BE BOLD in what you believe. 
This world will rock you and shake you in every direction, but with the foundation and support that you’ve 
gained with us and at home, we know you’ll be prepared for whatever comes your way. May God continue to 
bless you always, and may His path be bright before your feet. Congratulations, Piqua Catholic School 
Class of 2021!     

School Board Elections- Please join me in thanking the following individuals for serving on the Piqua Cath-
olic School Board for the 2020-2021 school year: Patrick Galbreath, George Atkinson, Sarah Kemmer, 
Sarah Hager, Cori Knapke, Earl (Lynn) Sever, Mike Epperly, and Kyle Cooper.  

I’d like to personally thank Sarah Hager and Kyle Cooper as they step away from serving on the board. Like 
Sarah and Kyle, it’s imperative that we continue to have good people on our board who are committed to 
Catholic education and the future of Piqua Catholic School.  

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org


With that, it’s my pleasure to welcome our two newest board members, Toni Schmidt (SB) and Ryan Karn 
(SM) that were voted in to a 3-year term starting this July.   Lynn Sever has been voted into the Board Chair 
position (1-year term) with former Board Chair, Patrick Galbreath, taking the Board’s Vice-Chair position. 
Mike Epperly will continue as the Board Secretary.  The full Piqua Catholic School Board consists of four 
parish members from each parish (SB and SM), Principal of Piqua Catholic, Director of Piqua Catholic’s Pre-
school, and Pastor of parishes.  Here is the current Piqua Catholic School Board.  

SB: Lynn Sever, Sarah Kemmer, Mike Epperly, Toni Schmidt  
SM: George Atkinson, Cori Knapke, Patrick Galbreath, Ryan Karn 

Please Welcome…: It is my pleasure to welcome our newest Piqua Catholic Team members: 
 Megan Sherman- new Kindergarten Teacher!  Due to increased enrollment, we needed to hire                                   
  another Kindergarten Teacher and we are so excited to have Mrs. Sherman on board! 
 Emily Langenkamp- 4th grade Teacher!  Ms. Langenkamp is a graduate of Wright State                                               
  and is confident and ready to serve our 4th graders this coming year!   
 Christina Battson- K-8 Intervention Specialist. We are excited to welcome Mrs. Battson                                                        
  and her 10 years of experience as an Intervention Specialist! She will be serving our K-8 students.  

Saying Farewell:  

 Jerry Peltier- retiring after 10 years of service as the Plant Director of St. Mary Church, the Sisters’ home, and 
  Piqua Catholic’s North St. campus. Thank you for all you did for us! Enjoy retirement! 
 Dee Monnin- retiring after 5 years of service to Piqua Catholic as our Title 1/Intervention Specialist. Thank 
  you for going above and beyond for our students! Enjoy those grandchildren. We will miss you!  
 Amanda Gallup- moving on from Piqua Catholic after 2 years of service as our 4th grade teacher. Thank you, 
  Mrs. Gallup!  Our best to you and your family. 

Advancement Committee:  The Lord has been pushing hard on my heart this past year 
with the importance of Piqua Catholic and Catholic education for our community and 
our world. In an effort to answer His call, we’ve put together an Advancement Commit-
tee comprised of the following alumni, family and friends of the school: Stacey Earhart, 
Ruth Koon, Cori Knapke, Andy Monnin, and Christy Hayes.  The mission of this   com-
mittee is to CONNECT with alumni, families and friends of St. Boniface School, St. 
Mary School, and Piqua Catholic School to gain the support needed to keep Catholic 
education strong in Piqua for another 100+ years. We hope to accomplish this by estab-
lishing giving programs, including an annual fund to support yearly operations and an 
endowment fund (through Piqua Community Foundation) to ensure the long-term financial   success of the 
school.  These efforts are underway as we’ve already sent the first two school newsletters to our alumni, fami-
lies and friends. These newsletters will be interesting, informative and personal for the recipients. It will con-
tain photographs and memorabilia from the past and present. The 1st newsletter targets alumni,   families and 
friends from the school years 1953 through 1970; the 2nd newsletter is for years 1971 through 1985, and the 3rd 
newsletter will be from 1986 through the 2000s. The 4th issue, slated for October 2021, will officially launch 
our Annual Fund Campaign!   Please check out our latest newsletter in the back of church made by our cre-
ative business partner, VPP Industries, Inc.!  Let us know what you think! 

At Piqua Catholic School, we’re on a mission to help form future saints and leaders of our world.  We know 
how challenging and scary life can be raising a child today, with so many turns and obstacles in the way. All 
of us, especially children, are being bombarded with so much information and influences more and more each 
day.  Catholic education was given to us by Christ himself because he knows it’s the only foundation strong 
enough to withstand the test of time. Christianity is focused on relationships, love, and service to others, 
which is great enough to get us through the good, bad, and ugly of life.  It’s strong enough to change the world 
for thousands of years. It’s the key that unlocks the door to heaven, which is why we’re so passionate about 
what we do. If you or someone you know is considering Catholic education for your child, we’d love to sit 
with you.  Call or message anytime!   

Thank you so much for your support of our Church and Catholic education.  If you would, please add 
Piqua Catholic and all Catholic schools to your prayers, and please let us know if you need individual 
prayers. We will continue to pray for our special intentions each morning. Many blessings to you and 
your family for the rest of the summer, and prayers for good health and happiness always!  We’re here if 
you need us!   For Jesus, Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

School News Continued 
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School News Continued 

Lehman Catholic High School: 

Lehman has had two Administration changes: Denise Stauffer has chosen to leave Lehman after 34 years and 
become principal of Holy Angels Grade School in Sidney.  Replacing Denise is Veronica Gaier, who lives in 
Fort Loramie with her husband and two children.  Veronica has taught in the Piqua public schools for 16 
years.  In addition, Luke Carey was added to the staff as the Director of Development.  Luke lives in 
Oakwood with his wife and daughter. We extend a warm Lehman welcome to both of these persons. 

The Spring Sports Season at Lehman was very successful. The baseball team tied for second in the league;  
Softball was fourth in the league; Boys track and field was 7th in the league; and the girls Track and Field 
won the league.  In addition, Lehman was awarded the league’s  ALL SPORTS TROPHY for the year.  The 
girls track team sent five girls to the State Tournament in four events, with the following results: 100 m dash 
— Kiersten Franklin – 5th; Lindsey Magoteaux – 6th; 4x200 m relay of Ella Monnin, Kiersten Franklin, Katie 
McFarland, Lindsey Magoteaux – 5th; 4 x 100 m relay  of the same four girls placed 2nd; and Kiersten Frank-
lin won the 200 m dash!  The team placed 5th in team scores! Congratulations ladies! 

The Science Department was again very successful this Spring. Seven students exhibited their projects at the 
Virtual District Science Fair and six were awarded Superiors:  Adith George, Madison O’Leary, Valerie   
Rindler, David Rossman, Annamarie Stiver, and Emilee VanSkiver. In addition, Lehman won the trophy for 
the high school with the greatest % of superiors. These six then went on to the virtual State Science Fair, but 
as of this writing the results are not known.  In addition to Science Fair, Lehman’s two Envirothon teams 
placed 17th and 31st in virtual competition out of 37 teams.  The Ohio Energy team was very successful this 
year and was awarded THE OHIO SCHOOL OF THE YEAR and NATIONAL SENIOR FINALIST by   
National Energy Education Development (NEED) for their outstanding energy education project: Educating 
our Community.  The Lehman team will compete virtually in Washington, DC at the end of June 2021. 

Other events held in the Spring were: May Crowning May 7 after the weekly all school Mass. Lexy Casillias 
crowned the statue of Mary. Prom was held April 16th at the Buckeye Barn.  Elected by their classes were 
Queen Lexy Casillias, King Max Schmiesing; Princess Colleen O’Leary and Prince Anthony Stumpo. 

The Awards Ceremony for the senior class was held on May 12, 2021. At this assembly, it was announced 
that Max Schmiesing of Sidney was Valedictorian and Casey Topp of New Bremen was Salutatorian.  The 
class of 36 graduates garnered $3,467,878 in college scholarships.  Baccalaureate Mass was held May 28 at 
Holy Angels Church and Graduation was held at Lehman on Sunday, May 30.  All 36 graduates are further-
ing their education at either 2 or 4 year institutions. 

Congratulations to the following for being selected by peers as 2021-22 student council representatives!  The 
Student Council Executive Board will be governed by President David Rossman, Vice-president Jude 
Schmiesing, Secretary Kate Stewart, and Treasurer Lilly Williams. Elected senior class officers are President 
Sam Range, Vice-president Megan Carlisle, Secretary Sophie McDonald, and Treasurer Mary Lins.  Next 
year's junior class officers are President David Brunner, Vice-president Emma Keykens, Secretary Lucy 
Ritze, and Treasurer Sarah Lins.  Representing the sophomore class will be President Valerie Rindler, Vice-
president Tim Schmiesing, Secretary Emilee Van Skiver, and Treasurer Ellia Stumpo.  Freshman class offic-
ers will be elected in the fall.  

Lehman is currently enrolling students for grades 9 -12.  If you know any students or parents interested in an 
outstanding, Catholic education, please have them contact Lehman at 937. 773.8747. Scholarships are availa-
ble.  Have a wonderful, refreshing summer. 
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Baptisms:          
St. M. 

Noah Michael Zimmerman 
Son of Bradley & Christina Peltier Zimmerman 

(04/18/21) 
 

Hunter David Kreitzer 
Son of John & Megan Price Kreitzer 

(05/08/21) 
 

Jaylee Laree & Jaxson Matthew Scott 
Children of Matthew & Lorisa Perkins Scott 

(05/15/21) 

St. B.   

Cecilla Alice Josefovsky 
Daughter of Jeremy & Michele Grise Josefovsky 

(05/09/21) 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members                                 
of these parishioners who have been called to their 
eternal reward.” 

St. B. 
Mary E. Stephenson (10/07/20) 

Julia “Judie” E. Weigel (03/11/21) 
Timothy E. Reardon (04/01/21) 

Michael S. Mowery (04/01/21) 

Paul J. Stone (04/07/21) 

Vincent M. Staley (04/14/21) 
James “Jim” E. Butsch (04/17/21) 

Patricia “Pat” J. Schneider (05/03/21) 

Christopher R. Cullers (05/08/21) 

Danny Ray Kidder (05/16/21) 

Richard Nicholas Meyer (05/28/21) 

Harry L. Christy, Jr. (06/06/21) 

Dorothy A. Ziegler (06/12/21) 
 

St. M. 
  William Mark Pryfogle (04/29/21) 

Thomas E. Gilmore (05/11/21) 
Stephen Price (06/12/21) 

Weddings:  
St. M.  

Curtis Orr & Deborah Shephard  06/05/21  

New Members: “Our parish  
family welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M.: Patti Heater,                        
Jake Kennedy, Karen Regovic,                   
Lawrence & Cassandra Sulk 

First Communion  - May 2, 2021    
Tucker Bollinger, Preslee DeBrosse,          

Avery DiPace, Samuel Galbreath, Lewis Garman,  
 Noah Hemmert, Kennedy Hopsecker,                    

Kayla Johns, Isabella Karn, Leander Knapke, 
Gage Knisley, Dominic Richard, Dexter Soto, 

Luke Swartz, Landen Woehrmyer,                       
Charlie Zimmerman 

Parish Notes 

Confirmation:   

St. M. Auberon David Sander  04/03/21  

CHAPEL REMODEL  

While St. Clare Chapel was 
closed, it was being enhanced by 

the following individuals:   

Brian Toopes: Refurbishing and          
replacing all the benches and                    
kneelers. 

Ruth Koon:  Helping to pick out the 
color of the benches, kneelers, vinyl 
seats; Organizing the project and 
keeping everyone on schedule. 

Mark Pitsenbarger:  Having the 
Chapel ready for  the work to be 
done; Guiding Brian & Ruth and 
being there for them when needed. 

THANKS FOR YOUR                           
GENEROUS GIFTS 
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Summer Faith Experiences 
Our summer activities started out with a Thank You Party at Marion's Pizza in Troy. It was a fun dinner to 
celebrate the many dedicated volunteers who enable our parishes to grow and share the faith with each other 
and the young.  We thank Abby Hemm, Erinn Hemmert, Kelly Jo Mertz, Teresa Burnside, Debbie Darner, 

Joann Lyons, Barb Caserta, 
Becky Meyer, Mike Mengos, 
Kyle Henry, Anita Polakowski, 
Linda Henry, Kathy Guillozet, 
Jerry Mertz, Melissa McEl- 
downey, Vickie Pearson, Jon 
Yant, Amanda Yant, Hannah 
Ryan, Barb Kohl, Bill Hogston, 
Jane Laloge, Barb Coffing, Mar-
lene Henry, Alan Capasso, Judy 
Lohnes, and Fr. Dan Hunt.  

Our teens enjoyed a fun party at Vandemark Farms on June 10.  Congratulations to Seth 
Knapke and Keidin Pratt for taking the Cornhole Prizes and for Seth, Christopher      
Galbreath, Keidin, and Josh Knapke for winning the mini-golf rounds! 

Our Confirmation youth have experienced two full days of learning so far:  a presenta-
tion at the Anshe Emeth Synagogue of Piqua, a tour of the Elizabeth New Life Center in 
Piqua, and an immersion into the history and sacredness of the Maria Stein Shrine.  The 
8th graders also completed some deep cleaning of the Caserta Center.  Pictured here is 
one of the  breaktime activities—water balloon contests.  

All teens and adults are asked to help 
at the Rummage Sale for the         
Missions on July 8, 9, 10, and 
11.   Much help is needed! Also,      
several parishioners need help with 
yardwork--please contact Diane 
Mengos at dmengos@piquaparishes. 
org to volunteer.  

 

 

 

August 7th is a big celebration night for high school youth at the Transfiguration Spiritual Center.  The out-
door concert, games, and speakers are always exciting. Please sign up! 

Finally, if parishioners meet families with students who are not experiencing all of the faith learning and ser-
vice experiences offered here in the parishes, please have them call Brad Zimmerman, principal of Piqua 
Catholic, or Diane Mengos, DRE. Thank you! 

Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 

“ROCKY  RAILROAD” 

Vacation Bible School 
Monday, July 19—Friday, July 23 

9-Noon 
Caserta Center 

For more information, see the bulletin  
or contact Diane Mengos at the parish 
office or dmengos@piquaparishes.org 

 

JESUS POWER PULLS US THROUGH 

mailto:dmengos@piquaparishes.org
mailto:dmengos@piquaparishes.org


Continued from page one—Reaching Students for 50 Years—Over the years, Haithcoat has also witnessed the 
changing landscape of education, most notably with technology. She remembers having a blackboard in the 
classroom that the teacher would use when she was a student and speculates that with the continued growth of 
technology, physical textbooks may someday be a marker of the past. Likewise, a lot of learning is done 
through weekly educational videos and computer games that incorporate science, math, history and vocabu-
lary. 

“I think that because of all that, and because of the media and TV and computers, that’s so much more a part 
of the kids’ lives than it ever was when I first started teaching. They didn’t have laptops when I first started 
teaching, they didn’t have computers. The first time I worked with a computer was when I was in Greenville 
— we had to go to a meeting to learn how to use the computer, and I said, ‘oh, I’m sure I’m not going to use a 
computer.’ Well — I took those words right back,” Haithcoat said. 

With 50 years in education under her belt and more to come, Haithcoat finds the most rewarding part of   
teaching being when her former students return and share a story or memory with her from when she taught 
them.  “Just the fact that they came back to say something to me, that they remembered, or they remembered 
something that was very minute in my mind, but it meant something to them. Those are wonderful memories 
for me,” Haithcoat said. 

Another rewarding part of teaching is getting to see her students grow and learn over the years.  “The begin-
nings are always wonderful, and just how they grow and mature. I see my students now as third graders that I 
had last year, and I think some of them have really come a long way,” Haithcoat said. “It’s just very, very nice 
to experience that with the kids, and because I’ve been here long enough to know their whole family, it makes 
it even more special in that, I feel like I’m part of their family.” 
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This past year’s Haiti fundraiser was another      
success. Between The Miami Valley and Boca 
Grande, Florida fundraisers, our goal was to build 
30 more houses and install 25 fresh water wells. We 
ended up raising enough money to build 34 homes 
and install 25 wells. Praise God. He has touched so 
many hearts. All who contributed, know that these 
homes and wells are making a huge difference in 
the Haitian people’s lives. Again, thank you,                                                                
        Ben & Louise Scott, Benny & Staci Scott 

 
 

Haitian  Community Honors 
Long-Time Food For The Poor Donor                               

Ben Scott  
On March 25, 2021, at the Ravine Sèche Tribute and Discovery 
Ceremony in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, longtime Food For The Poor 
donor Ben Scott, who built his first Friendship Village through 
FFTP a decade ago in Pierre Payen, was one of four people 
honored for their development work in the region.  In a video 
message played during the ceremony, Scott shared his experi-
ence of seeing the completed community for the first time and 

the joy of those who received homes.  “I remember your warm 
welcome, the view of the ocean, the breathtaking beauty of the 
mountains, the colorful homes and how successful you all were 
in seeking opportunities,” Scott said. “Pierre Payen was the first 
community of homes funded by the Boca Grande Hope For 
Haitians Committee and remains a memorable place in our 
hearts. It truly warms our hearts to know that you remember us 
and decided to include us in your first community showcase 
event.” 

Huguette Guerre, Food For The Poor-Haiti Missions & Travel 
Officer, accepted Scott’s award on his behalf. 
“I’m here to receive this plaque on behalf of a great man,” 
Guerre said. “Ben Scott is a very simple person, and a man 
simply in love with Haiti. I’m positive he will love                                 
t h i s  g r e a t  g e s t u r e  f r o m  a l l  o f  y o u . ” 
                                                                                                
Michaelle Auguste St-Natus, ceremony organizer, spoke about 
the positive impact Scott is making and the impression he 
made on her. “In a period of one year, more than 60 homes in 
Ravine Sèche were built after the earthquake, and the appear-
ance of the community changed entirely,” Auguste St-Natus 
said. “I remember the very day Ben Scott came to Ravine 
Sèche for the inauguration, he stopped at every house; it was 

amazing!  

 

Platinum ($2,000+)  Apex Aluminum Die Casting, Eagle Bridge Co., Edison State Community College, Harmony Systems & 
Service, Palmer Bolt & Supply Co., Park National Bank, Paul Sherry Chrysler, PSC Crane & Rigging, Richpak Corporation,     
Scott Family McDonald's, Thrivent Financial- Spencer Peltier & Mark Reedy 

Silver ($1,000+)  Advanced Asset Management Advisors, Inc., Buecker, Davis & Gunter Co., LPA, Ferguson Construction Co., 
Hampshire Cabinetry, Hemm's Glass Shops, Inc., VPP Industries 

Bronze ($500+)  Crayex Corporation, Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk, Galbreath Realty Service, Jackson Tube Service 
Inc., Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home, McCulloch, Felger, Fite & Gutmann, Co, Piqua Battery, redBERRY Restaurant 

THANK YOU!  Please Support PCS’s Local Business Partners That Support Us! 



Continued from page one—Sister Ginny Retiring From Lehman— A native of Cincinnati, Scherer entered the  
Sisters of Charity in 1958 and began her teaching career at St. Louis High School in Mount Clemens,       
Michigan. After four years there, she was assigned to Alter High School in Kettering, Ohio, where she taught 
for two years. She then came to Holy Angels High School in Sidney and in 1970, that school would consoli-
date with Piqua Catholic High School to become Lehman. In 1977, Scherer left Sidney to spend ten years at 
Marion Catholic in Marion, Ohio, before returning to Lehman to stay. 

Of her 41 years at Lehman, Scherer admits she has had a long run but she is not finished yet. In retirement, she 
plans to work on projects related to Lehman’s history and continue coaching the school’s Science Olympiad 
team. One of her passions since her return to Lehman, the team has been very successful in regional and state 
competition.  Unlike athletics and other competitive high school events, Science Olympiad does not classify 
entrants by school size. All schools compete together and only 40 are chosen from regionals to advance to the 
state level. Although often one of the smallest schools if not the smallest, Lehman has been one of those 40 
schools 25 times since Scherer started coaching the team in 1988.  “When colleague Bob Tenney asked me to 
take over Science Olympiad, I wasn’t sure what I was in for,” said Scherer. “But I found several engineers 
among our Lehman parents who were excited to volunteer to help the students prepare. Some kept helping 
long after their own kids graduated and that certainly has been important to our success.” 

Lehman’s Science Department has also received the prestigious Governor’s Award (now called the Governor’s 
Thomas Edison Award for Excellence in Student Research and STEM Education) every year since Scherer 
returned to the school. 

Staying at one place for so long has given Scherer the chance to keep in contact with former students, some of 
whom are now parents and even grandparents of those in her classes today.  “I really enjoy going to class    
reunions,” said Scherer. “Sometimes I get notes from former students and there are surprises like one who is 
now a chemist and let me know how my class inspired him to enter that profession. You never know who you 
are influencing.” 

A resident of Piqua, retirement will give Scherer a little more time to devote to hobbies like gardening,     
walking, and reading. She will also do some work at the Piqua Parishes of St. Mary and St. Boniface like    
taking communion to the sick and volunteering at the Bethany Center. 

The close of the school year has brought several opportunities to toast what Scherer has meant to the Lehman 
Community. Last Friday, the students gathered after the weekly school Mass to cheer her on as she drove a 
Lehman bus around the school and through an oversized paper sign reading “Cruising to Retirement.”  

“My motto for my students has always been “never settle for less than your best’ and that is what God asks of 
all of us,” said Scherer. Known to all as Sister Ginny, this dynamite teacher has certainly done her best to    
impact generations of students. 
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IN RETROSPECT — Thanks, so much, to our contributors:  

Adult Faith Formation/Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish, Barb Kohl   

Bethany Center, Cathy Large; Center for Early Learning at Piqua Catholic, Christy Hayes 

Catholic Social Services, Elaine Schweller-Snyder   

Dollar for our Scholars, Bonne Decknadel; Feature Stories—Sisters Ginny/Mary Alice—Miami Valley Today 

Homes for Haiti, Ben Scott;  Parish Notes/Dates, Theresa Henderson, Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes 

Lehman Catholic High School, Melissa Safreed, Sr. Ginny Scherer 

Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman; Piqua Ultreya, Greg & Donna Johnson 

Religious Education/Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos 

St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee,  Don Stonerock;  St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm 

St. Clara Ladies’ Society, Bonne Decknadel 

St. Clare Adoration Chapel, Mike Epperly; St. Mary Summer Festival, Gretchen Roeth 

 
We’d love to hear from you.  Please submit items for ongoing features or send us your ideas and                          

suggestions. Thank you—Renee Hemm (778-1612/rhemm@danhemm.com)                                                        
& Rose Hemm (778-8642/jnrhemm@yahoo.com).                                                                                       

The Deadline for the Fall Issue is September 13.   
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July: 

4: Independence Day 
5: Charismatic Mass—SB—

7:30pm 
10-11:  Mission Annual Rummage Sale   
15:   Virtus Class—Caserta Center—6-9pm 
19-23:  Vacation Bible School 
24: Ultreya Meeting—Caserta Center 
25: St. Mary Festival Raffle Drawing—1pm—       

Watch Live on Piqua Parishes’ Facebook Page 

August: 
2:     Charismatic Mass—SB—7:30pm 
15: Feast of the Assumption  
24:   First Day of School—PCS  
24:   First Day of School—LCHS 
30: First Day of School—CFEL    
                                                                       
September: 
6: Labor Day 
13: Charismatic Mass—SB—7:30pm 
16-19:  Women’s Cursillo 
24-25:  St. Boniface Oktoberfest (Tentative) 
 

Coming in October: 

* October 16 – Fatima Street Corner Rosary Rally 

* St. Boniface Family Life Cabbage Roll                                    
& Heritage Bread Sale 

 

Upcoming Parish Dates (Watch the bulletin for more information.) 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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St. B. Bingo 

Monday              
& Wednesday  

Doors Open 5pm 
Caserta Center 

BUY SCRIP 

Our parishes have a                 
PRAYER CHAIN 

To receive requests or make a 
request, please contact 

Gretchen  at 937-778-0325              
or gngroeth4266@gmail.com  

St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:                                                       
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday, 6pm 

Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 11am 

Pastoral Council President:                        
Bill Hogston 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 
937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email:  stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  

Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 8:30am 

Saturday, 8:30am, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am  

Pastoral Council President:                 
Bob Hartings 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel P. Hunt 

For RCIA Information,  

Contact   

Bill Hogston  

937-418-4323                                               
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